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Ashok Bhushan 

Ashok Bhushan is appointed as the Chairperson of the National Company 

Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). 

New Delhi, Nov 8 (PTI) Former Supreme Court judge Justice Ashok Bhushan on Monday took over as the 

chairperson of the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal. 

After taking the oath of office on Monday, Justice Bhushan was scheduled to 

preside over 10 matters that were listed before a three-member NCLAT bench 

headed by the chairperson of the appellate tribunal. 

NCLAT has got a permanent head after a gap of almost 20 months following 

the retirement of its first Chairperson Justice S J Mukhopadhaya. 

Last Month, the Appointments Committee of Cabinet had approved Justice 

Bhushan’s name as NCLAT Chairperson for a tenure of four years. 

Justice Mukhopadhaya retired on March 14, 2020, and since then NCLAT had been functioning with Acting 

Chairpersons. 

Zoran Zaev 

Zoran Zaev officially resigns as Prime Minister 

Zoran Zaev has officially resigned as Prime 

Minister of North Macedonia, sending his 

resignation letter to the Speaker of 

parliament. Dimitar Kovačevski, a 47-year-

old Harvard-trained economist and the 

ruling SDM’s newly elected leader, will 

replace Zaev as acting Prime Minister until 

mid-January. 

Zaev served as PM from May 2017 to January 2020, signing and implementing the Prespa Agreement with 

Greece that led to the country name change – the attribute ‘North’ was added – and the removal of Athens blockade 

on NATO membership. After France, among other countries, blocked starting the EU membership negotiations in 

2019, Zaev resigned but won the elections in 2020. 
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Once parliament formally accepts Zaev’s resignation, President Stevo Pendarovski will have 10 days to 

hand the mandate to form a new government to the SDSM-led coalition while VMRO-DPMNE, the main 

opposition party, is demanding early elections. 

The SDSM leader would then have 20 days to form a government that has the backing of majority MPs. 

Zaev decided to resign in mid-October following SDSM’s poor showing in the local elections, the loss of the 

capital Skopje being one of the main reasons. 

His decision opened a Pandora’s box with Hristijan Mickoski, leader of VMRO-DPMNE, trying to find a 

new majority in Sobranje. 

There were rumours that some western countries influenced the postponement because of the contacts 

VMRO-DPMNE has with Hungarian PM Viktor Orbán. 

Political adversaries, including Defence Minister Radmila Šekerinska, see Kovačevski as Zaev’s puppet, 

confident that the ex-PM will come back before the elections in 2024. 

Kovačevski, when elected, will face several problems, including the COVID-19 crisis, the energy crisis as 

North Macedonia produces 80% of its electricity in coal-fired plants and imports a third of its energy needs, 

as well as the Bulgarian blockade it faces in EU accession talks. 

Zaev’s resignation paves the way for resuming talks with Sofia with new energy. 

Bulgaria also has a new prime minister, Kiril Petkov, who wants six months to resolve the veto problem 

with Skopje. Zaev’s resignation could help accomplish this task because there has been significant mistrust 

of Zaev in Bulgaria. 

During the last year, Skopje has not given any signals that it intends to do anything to resolve bilateral 

issues, relying on US and EU pressure on Bulgaria, which has so far yielded no results. 

Damon Galgut 

Damon Galgut is awarded with 

the Booker Prize for the year 

2021. 

His novel “The Promise” has 

bagged him this award.                                                         

 Drama Fiction Non-Fiction  Poetry 

 Short Stories 

Born:  Pretoria, South Afric      Publishers:        Atlantic Books   Agents:       Peake Associates 

https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writers/?Genre=3
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writers/?Genre=2
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writers/?Genre=4
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writers/?Genre=5
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writers/?Genre=1
http://www.groveatlantic.co.uk/
http://www.tonypeake.com/
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Biography 

Damon Galgut is a playwright and novelist living in Cape Town. 

He was born in Pretoria in 1963 and studied drama at the University of Cape Town, writing his first novel, A 

Sinless Season (1984), when he was seventeen. Small Circle of Beings (1988), a collection of short stories, 

was followed by the novel The Beautiful Screaming of Pigs (1991), the tale of a young white South African 

on military service who suffers a nervous breakdown, and The Quarry (1995), which was made into a film 

by a Belgian production company. 

His novel, The Good Doctor (2003), set in post-Apartheid South Africa, explores the uneasy friendship 

between two very different men in a deserted, rural hospital. It won the 2003 Commonwealth Writers Prize 

(Africa Region, Best Book) and was shortlisted for the 2003 Man Booker Prize for Fiction and the 2005 

International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award.  It was followed by The Impostor (2008). 

His latest novels are In a Strange Room (2010), shortlisted for the 2010 Man Booker Prize for Fiction, 

and Arctic Summer (2014), a fictionalised account of EM Forster's relationships in wartime Alexandria and 

India.  

Critical perspective 

Damon Galgut has staked a unique place for himself in contemporary South African literature. 

Like Northern Ireland or Palestine, South Africa expects its writers to comment on politics, though this can 

prove both a cause and a burden. Galgut has not been shy of addressing the state of his country and the 

shadow left by apartheid, but his focus remains on the power play between individual people, and the forces 

which bind or sever them. 

His first novel, A Sinless Season (1984), was written when he was just 17, though he is reluctant these days 

to discuss what he calls a work ‘written by an adolescent who I can’t relate to or understand any more.’ 

Likened in reviews to Golding’s Lord of the Flies, it’s the story of three juvenile delinquents sent to a 

reformatory high above a remote part of the South African coast. The school’s façade of civilisation begins 

to break down when one of the boys is found dead at the foot of the cliffs in suspicious circumstances. 

Galgut has also written plays which have been performed in South Africa and overseas, as well as short 

stories. Small Circle of Beings (1988), is a collection which centres on the personal space of the family unit 

(the claustrophobic ‘small circle’). The title story is a novella-length piece drawing on Galgut’s own 

experience of serious illness. Diagnosed with cancer when he was six, he spent many months in bed being 

read to by relatives, and now regards that time as crucial to his development as a writer. Galgut opted to 

write ‘Small Circle of Beings’ from the perspective of the boy’s mother however, whose concern for her 

sick child leads to an oppressive relationship. The family live in an isolated rural location, but despite their 

troubles, and the lack of alternative company, they remain hopelessly alienated from each other. 

he Beautiful Screaming of Pigs (1991), is perhaps Galgut’s most overtly political book. Narrator Patrick 

Winter accompanies his mother on a trip to Namibia, to see her new boyfriend and to witness the country’s 

first free elections. He is returning for the first time in a year, since his military service in the north of the 
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country – then still known as South West Africa – and he is still coping with what happened there. 

Characteristically, the book foregrounds an intensely personal situation – Patrick’s struggle to reposition 

himself in the world, his hinted-at homosexuality, and his relationship with his mother – against a setting 

charged with political and historic moment. Galgut reveals a playwright’s fascination with the characters’ 

triangular interaction, and with a protagonist whose reluctance to assert his identity is forced to make-or-

break point. 

In The Quarry (1995), a nameless man, apparently on the run, kills a priest who is on his way to take up a 

new post in a South African township. The murderer hides the body in a disused quarry and assumes the 

dead man's identity. The suspense lies in his evasion of both the local policeman, and his own conscience – 

especially when one of his first jobs as new minister is to bury the recently discovered body of a murdered 

man. As the novel progresses though, it becomes clear that Galgut is more interested in the story as myth 

than as naturalistic narrative. The minister's cassock, the blood stains on the murderer's clothes, and the 

church-cum-court house take on symbolic status, and the relationship between murderer and victim, hunter 

and quarry, comes slowly to the fore. A tense finale takes place during an eclipse of the sun, and the skilful, 

subtle way in which Galgut brings the tale to its conclusion does justice to it both as individual drama and 

universal story. What raises the book above the level of an entertaining parable is the quality of the writing: 

razor-sharp and barren, like the landscapes it describes, yet with an unfailing ability to surprise with a turn of 

phrase or an effective metaphor. 

Galgut’s best-known novel is The Good Doctor (2003), for which he was shortlisted for both the Man 

Booker Prize for Fiction, and the Commonwealth Writers Prize (Africa Region, Best Book). Set in the 

forgotten no-man’s-land of South Africa’s artificially created ‘homelands’, a bureaucratic non-place, 

narrator Frank Eloff is a doctor in a hospital nobody uses. A skeleton staff, long since resigned to the status 

quo, keeps things running in a token way. But when Frank’s new room-mate arrives, an enthusiastic young 

doctor called Laurence Waters, the settled lives of the hospital staff are set for disruption. In this unforgiving 

environment, where personalities close in on themselves in order to survive, the new recruit’s naïve 

openness is both an embarrassment and a chink of light. When Laurence’s determination to confront 

complex problems head-on, without considering the consequences, begins to make life difficult for 

everyone, and when the sinister shadows of the area’s former and current authorities begin to lengthen, 

Frank is forced to reconsider his own priorities. Galgut’s deft characterisation of both Frank and Laurence 

forbids the reader from liking either of them whole-heartedly. Instead we are invited to compare and contrast 

them as men from adjacent generations, separated by an experience of war (Frank comes from the last 

generation to have taken part in compulsory national service). Yet of Laurence, Frank admits that ‘to me he 

has become everything. Everything, at least, that I am not.’ In any other environment, one senses, their 

characters would complement each other happily. Yet Laurence isn’t a ‘good doctor’ in any straightforward 

way. His idealism creates problems for everyone – including, ultimately, himself. Set during South Africa’s 

attempts to reshape itself post-apartheid, the novel is, as Christopher Hope wrote in The Guardian, ‘a 

sustained meditation upon the unreliability of new dawns’. 

Reading Damon Galgut is not a comfortable process. Landscapes are bleak, characters troubled, situations 

tense, and atmospheres brooding. Yet where other South African writers have been forced by the loss of a 

cause to reinvent themselves, Galgut has found a compelling way of dealing with complex situations – and 

the weight of politics and history – in a subtle, engaging way. The scalpel-sharp precision of his writing 

ensures that readers are drawn in and stay the course. 
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Priyanka Mohite 

Priyanka Mohite received Tenzing Norgay National Adventure 

Award 2020. 

She is a Maharashtra-based, 28- year old mountaineer. 

She is the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.  

Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western 

Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10th 

highest mountain peak in the world, becoming the 

first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat. 

The news of the 28-year-old climbing the peak 

was shared by her employer Kiran Mazumdar-

Shaw, the Executive Chairperson of Biocon 

Limited. 

"Our colleague Priyanka Mohite scaled the peak of Mt. Annapurna, (8091 

metres) 10th highest mountain in the world, on 16th April 2021 at 1.30 p.m. - 

first Indian woman to do so! We at @SyngeneIntl are so very proud of her," she tweeted. 

The Biocon boss also shared a photo of Priyanka Mohite holding the national flag atop the peak. 

Mt. Annapurna is a massif in the Himalayas located in Nepal that includes one peak over 8,000 metres and 

is considered to be one of the toughest mountains to climb. 

Priyanka has also climbed the world's highest peak Mount Everest (8,849 metres) in 2013, Mount Lhotse 

(8,516 metres) in 2018, Mount Makalu (8,485 metres) and also Mount Kilimanjaro (5,895 metres) in 2016. 

Passionate about mountaineering since childhood, Priyanka started to scale mountains in the Sahyadri range 

of Maharashtra as a teenager and in 2012 scaled Bandarpunch, a mountain massif of the Garhwal division of 

the Himalayas, in Uttarakhand, her brother Akash Mohite told PTI. 

In 2015 Priyanka scaled Mt. Menthosa which at 6443 metres is the second-highest peak in the Lahaul and 

Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh. 

The Bengaluru-based climber is also the recipient of the Maharashtra Government's Shiv Chhatrapati State 

award for adventure sports for 2017-2018. 

She works with Syngene International Limited, Biocon's research organisation offering pharma and 

biotechnology majors customised solutions in synthetic chemistry and molecular biology for early-stage 

drug discovery and development. 
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Morinari Watanabe 

Morinari Watanabe is appointed as the President of the International 
Gymnastics Federation. He was re-elected the second time for a period of 
three years. 

Morinari Watanabe was re-elected as the President of the 

International Gymnastics Federation or Fédération 

Internationale de Gymnastique (FIG) for a period of three years. 

Morinari Watanabe defeated Azerbaijan’s contender Farid Gayibov, in 

the FIG President election that was held during a conference in 

Turkey. Earlier, He was elected as the President of FIG in 2016 for a 4-

year term. 

Zubeen Grag 

Bandhan Bank announced 

Zubeen Grag as the Brand 

Ambassador for Assam. 
He is a renowned singer, 
actor, 
and composer from Assam. 

 

R. Hari Kumar 

Vice Admiral R Hari Kumar will take charge as 

the new Chief of Naval Staff on Tuesday. He will 

succeed Admiral Karambir Singh, who is retiring 

from service on November 30. 

Vice Admiral R Hari Kumar will take over as the new Chief of Naval 

Staff on November 30. He will succeed Admiral Karambir Singh, who 

is the incumbent Indian Navy chief. 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/admiral-karambir-singh-new-navy-chief-1539204-2019-05-31
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Admiral R Hari Kumar was previously the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief (FOC-in-C) Western Naval 

Command. He was the head of the overseas committee of INS Vikramaditya and the first flag officer to be 

appointed as commandant of naval war college at Goa. 

He has played important role in housing infrastructure for officers and sailors at Mumbai. 

WHO IS VICE ADMIRAL R HARI KUMAR? 

Born on April 12, 1962, Vice Admiral R Hari Kumar graduated from J-squadron, 61 Course National 

Defence Academy in December 1981. He was commissioned into the Executive Branch of the Navy on 

January 1, 1983. 

During a career spanning nearly 39 years, he has served in a variety of Command, Staff and Instructional 

appointments. 

Vice Admiral Kumar’s Sea Command includes Coast Guard Ship C-01, INS Nishank, Missile Corvette, INS 

Kora and Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvir. He also commanded aircraft carrier INS Viraat. He also 

served as Fleet Operations Officer of the Western Fleet. 

Vice Admiral Kumar’s Sea Command includes Coast Guard Ship C-01, INS Nishank, Missile Corvette, INS 

Kora and Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvir. He also commanded aircraft carrier INS Viraat. He also 

served as Fleet Operations Officer of the Western Fleet. 

Vice Admiral R. Hari Kumar has been conferred the Param Vishist Seva Medal, the Ati Vishist Seva Medal, 

and Vishist Seva Medal. 

Kapil Dev 

Kapil Dev is appointed as the Brand 

Ambassador of Novo Nordisk. 

Novo Nordisk, provides innovative 

solutions for diabetes and educates 

people about diabetes management. 

Daniel Ortega 

Daniel Ortega is appointed as the President of Nicaragua. 

He won his 4th Consecutive presidential term in Nicaragua. 



BHARATH ACADEMY KAKKANAD 

NEWS MAKERS IN NOVEMBER 2021 

 

8 
 

PC Mody 

PC Mody is appointed as the Secretary-General of 
Rajya Sabha. He is the former Chairman of the 
Central Board of Direct Taxes. He is appointed in the 
Upper House (Rajya Sabha) for the term of 1 year. 

1982-batch retired IRS officer and former chairman of the Central Board of 

Direct Taxes (CBDT) Pramod Chandra Mody was appointed new Secretary 

General Rajya Sabha, replacing P.P.K. Ramacharyulu. 

Mr. Ramcharyulu was posted just 73 days back on September 1 as the Secretary General and is perhaps the 

only person on this post not to attend a single session of Parliament. He has had the shortest tenure so far. 

No reasons were given for his unceremonious exit. He had joined RS secretariat in 1983 and was the first 

person who rose from the ranks to occupy the position. Curiously, Mr. Ramcharyulu’s appointment order 

did not prescribe a tenure. In contrast, Mr Mody’s appointment order clearly lays down one-year tenure for 

him. 

Mr. Ramcharyulu, meanwhile has been reassigned as advisor for one year term. 

 

Prof. Bimal Patel elected to International Law 

Commission for 5-yr term 

Professor Bimal Patel, Vice-Chancellor of the Rashtriya Raksha University and 

Member of the National Security Advisory Board of India, has been elected to the 

International Law Commission for a five-year term, in a hard-fought election at the 

United Nations.  

Hearty felicitations to Prof Bimal Patel @RakshaUni for election to International 

Law Commission by topping the group," India's Permanent Representative to the 

UN Ambassador T S Tirumurti tweeted on Friday, thanking all UN member states 

for overwhelming support to India's candidature.  

Patel, 51, garnered 163 votes in the UN General Assembly out of 192 members present and voting, topping the Asia-

Pacific group that included candidates from China, South Korea and Japan. He will serve a five-year term starting 

January 1, 2023.   
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In the Asia-Pacific group, there were 11 very strong candidates vying for 8 seats, making the election hotly-

contested.  

“Professor Bimal Patel of India is elected to the ILC for a 5-year term. Our contribution to ILC will reflect the 

commitment to uphold rules-based international order, underpinned by Rule Of Law," India's Permanent Mission to 

the UN tweeted, in the backdrop of growing global concern over China's military muscle-flexing in the Indo-Pacific 

region.  

 

“Heartfelt gratitude to all countries who reposed their trust in India's candidate with highest votes in Asia-Pacific 

Group,” the mission said ..  

China is engaged in hotly contested territorial disputes in the South and East China Seas. Beijing has also made 

substantial progress in militarising its man-made islands in the past few years.  

 

Beijing claims almost all of the 1.3 million square-mile South China Sea as its sovereign territory. China has been 

building military bases on artificial islands in the region which, in parts, is claimed by Brunei, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.  

 

Beijing has impeded commercial activity like fishing and mineral exploration by neighbouring nations in recent years, 

saying the ownership of the resource-rich maritime territory belongs to China for hundreds of years.  

 

Patel is an esteemed educationalist, jurist and administrator and during his professional career of over three 

decades, he has served in various roles such as the Director at the Gujarat National Law University and member of 

the 21st Law Commission of India.  

He has worked for 15 years at global organisations such as the United Nations of Youth and the Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) at the Hague, Netherlands, according to his profile on the Rashtriya 

Raksha University website.  

 

The International Law Commission was established by the General Assembly in 1947 to undertake the mandate of 

the Assembly to "initiate studies and make recommendations for the purpose of… encouraging the progressive 

development of internati ..  

The members of the Commission are to be elected by the General Assembly from a list of candidates nominated by 

the Governments of States Members of the United Nations.  

Vihaan and Nav Agarwal 

Vihaan and Nav Agarwal won the 2021 Kids Rights International Children’s 

Peace Prize. They won this prize for tackling pollution 

from household waste and recycling them. They tried to achieve the goal 

of “Zero Waste India”. 
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M. Mukundan 

M. Mukundan has won JCB Prize for Literature 2021 

for his novel “Delhi: A Soliloquy” 

Author M Mukundan won the 2021 JCB prize for Literature, for his book 

‘Delhi: A Soliloquy’. The book, which has originally been written in 

Malayalam has been translated into English by Fathima EV and Nandakumar 

K. The novel, published by Westland, is a story about Delhi through the eyes 

of its Malayali youth protagonists. 

Mukundan received the Prize trophy, which is a sculpture by Delhi artist duo 

Thukral and Tagra entitled ‘Mirror Melting’, and he will receive a prize 

amount of Rs 25 lakh. This is the third translation to have won the JCB award in the last four years. The 

jury for this award comprised Sara Rai (Chair), Annapurna Garimella, Shahnaz Habib, Prem Panicker, and 

Amit Varma.. 

Shombi Sharp 

Shombi Sharp is appointed as the UN Resident 

Coordinator in India. He will lead the UN team in 

India in response to COVID-19.  

His main aim is to implement Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

Mary Kom  

Mary Kom is appointed as the Brand Ambassador 

for TRIFED Aadi Mahotsav. 

TRIFIED – Tribal Cooperative Marketing 

Development Federation 

She is an Olympic medalist and an Indian boxer. 
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Jason Mott and Tiya Miles 

Jason Mott and 

Tiya Miles have 

won US National 

Book Awards. 

Jason Mott won 

for his novel, “Hell 

of a Book” and 

Tiya Miles won 

for his novel “All that she carried: The Journey of Ashley’s Sack, a 

Black Family Keepsake” 

Sourav Ganguly 

Sourav Ganguly is appointed as the 

new chairman of ICC Cricket’s 

Committee. 

He succeeded Anil Kumble. 

 

Prakash Padukone 

Prakash Padukone receives a Lifetime Achievement 

Award from Badminton World Federation(BWF). He is 

the former World No.1 (1980)  and first-ever Indian 

World Championship medalist. 



BHARATH ACADEMY KAKKANAD 

NEWS MAKERS IN NOVEMBER 2021 

 

12 
 

Rahul Dravid 

 

 

Rahul Dravid is appointed as the Brand 

Ambassador of Kids Footwear Plaeto. 

Rahul Dravid is a former Indian Cricketer. 

 

Sohan Roy 

Sohan Roy is awarded Knighthood of 

Parte Guelfa in Florence. 

Knighthood of Parte Guelfa in Florence is 

the honorary title in Italy. 

He won this for Environmental protection 

efforts in business and movies. 

He is from Kerala, India. 

A Creative Designer by profession and a Visionary by action, Dr. Sohan Roy has a glittering record of 

achievements with a rare combination of experience in Cinema, Visual Media, Medical and Maritime Industry. His 

debut directorial venture DAM999, a 2D to 3D converted Movie of India made in the Hollywood format, became the 

first Movie from India to enter Mainstream Oscars with five selections in three categories. The movie script written 

by him found its place in the Oscar Library, and the curtain raiser documentary "DAMS- The lethal Water Bombs" 

went on to win 23 International Awards and numerous industry accolades. 

Ahmed Naser al- Raisi 

Ahmed Naser al-Raisi is appointed as the new President of 

Interpol. He is from United Arab Emirates. 
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INTERPOL 

The word 'INTERPOL' is radio-telegraph code for the 

International Criminal Police Organization which consists of 194 

member countries who have agreed to "ensure and promote the 

widest possible assistance between all criminal police authorities 

in the prevention and suppression of ordinary law crimes". The 

Organization's headquarters is in Lyon, France. 

The INTERPOL organisation now incorporates 194 member 

countries, an intergovernmental organisation second in size only 

to the United Nations, where INTERPOL also has observer status. International police co-

operation has become increasingly complex: differing legal systems, definitions of crimes, 

rules for evidence, varying responsibilities between law enforcement and judicial services, 

incompatible extradition laws, incompatible information systems, restrictions on sharing 

information. These are just a few of the barriers INTERPOL strives to help the world 

overcome in the fight against ever higher levels of international crime.  

Vivek Johri 

Vivek Johri is appointed as the Chairman 

of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes 

and Customs (CBIC). 

He is succeeding M. Ajit Kumar. 

Senior bureaucrat Vivek Johri on Wednesday took charge 

as the Chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 

Customs (CBIC). 

Johri, a 1985-batch Indian Revenue Service (Customs and Indirect Taxes) officer, has been a 

member of the board. He has succeeded M Ajit Kumar, who completed his tenure on November 30.  

"Vivek Johri, IRS (C&IT:1985) takes over as Chairman of Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 

Customs (CBIC) from today, December 01, 2021," CBIC tweeted. 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet had last month approved the appointment of Johri as 

the Chairman of the CBIC, which is the apex body related to customs and other indirect taxes. 
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