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Atal Innovation Mission 
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is Government of India’s flagship 

initiative to create and promote a culture of innovation 

and entrepreneurship across the length and breadth of our 

country. AIM’s objective is to develop new programmes and 

policies for fostering innovation in different sectors of 

the economy, provide platforms and collaboration 

opportunities for different stakeholders, and create an 

umbrella structure to oversee the innovation & entrepreneurship ecosystem of the country. 

          Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog is Government of India’s flagship initiative to promote a 

culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the country and was setup in 2016. Towards this end AIM has taken a 

holistic approach to ensure creation of a problem-solving innovative mindset in schools and creating an ecosystem of 

entrepreneurship in universities, research institutions, private and MSME sector. All the initiatives of AIM are 

currently monitored and managed systematically using real-time MIS systems and dynamic dashboards. AIM is also 

currently having its programs reviewed by third party agencies for ensuring continuous improvements. 

Over the last 4 years, AIM has launched the Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL) program. ATL is a state-of-the-art space 

established in a school with a goal to foster curiosity and innovation in young minds, between grade 6th to 12th 

across the country through 21st century tools and technologies such as Internet of Things, 3D printing, rapid 

prototyping tools, robotics, miniaturized electronics, do-it-yourself kits and many more. The aim is to stimulate a 

problem-solving innovative mindset within the children of the ATL and nearby communities. Till date, AIM has 

selected 10,000 schools in 680+ districts of the country for the establishment of ATLs. More than 7000 schools are 

funded till now and over 2 million students have access to ATLs. 

UP: Jhansi railway station is now 

‘Virangana Lakshmibai’ station 

The government of Uttar Pradesh has renamed Jhansi Railway Station as 'Veerangana 
Laxmibai Railway Station'. 

The Uttar Pradesh government announced renaming of Jhansi 

Railway Station as 'Veerangana Laxmibai Railway Station' on 

Wednesday after Rani Laxmibai -- the queen of Jhansi. The 

announcement was made by UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 

on Wednesday in a tweet in Hindi. 

 A notification issued to this end stated that the station's 

name was changed following a "no-objection" given by the 

Ministry of Home Affairs in a letter dated November 24, 2021.  
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Earlier the Mughalsarai Railway Station was renamed as Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya junction and the 

Faizabad Railway Station as Ayodhya Cantt. Since coming to power, Adityanath government has changed 

names of several establishments including those of Faizabad and Allahabad districts, which were renamed as 

Ayodhya and Prayagraj, respectively. 

      Egypt has become the fourth 
                   New member of the BRICS 

Egypt has become the fourth new member of the BRICS New 
Development Bank (NDB). The NDB was established by BRICS in 2015. 

 

The NDB admitted Bangladesh, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Uruguay as its new members in September  

India on December 30 welcomed Egypt's entry as the fourth 

new member of the New Development Bank (NDB) that was 

established by the BRICS countries six years ago. 

The NDB admitted Bangladesh, United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

and Uruguay as its new members in September. 

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said 

that expansion of the membership by the NDB will help it 

position as a premier development institution for emerging economies. 

"India welcomes Egypt as the fourth new member of #BRICS #NewDevelopmentBank family. Bangladesh, 

UAE & Uruguay joined in Sep 2021. 

Membership expansion enables @NDB_in to position itself as a premier development institution for 

emerging economies," he tweeted. 

The BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa) set up the bank with an aim to mobilise resources for 

infrastructure and sustainable development projects in emerging economies. 

The BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries of the world, representing 41% of the 

global population, 24% of the global GDP and 16% of the global trade. 

"We are delighted to welcome Egypt into NDB's family. Egypt is one of the world's fastest-growing 

countries, a major economy in the African continent and the Middle East region as well as a key player in 

development finance institutions," said Marcos Troyjo, President of NDB. 

"We look forward to supporting its investment needs in infrastructure and sustainable development," he said. 

The NDB said it has so far approved about 80 projects in all of its member countries, totalling a portfolio of 

$30 billion. 
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Projects in areas such as transport, water and sanitation, clean energy, digital infrastructure, social 

infrastructure and urban development are within the scope of the bank. 

A statement by the bank said its membership expansion is in line with its strategy to become the premier 

development institution for emerging economies and developing countries. 

"Egypt fully embraces the decision to join the NDB family and looks forward to building a strong 

partnership and engagement with the bank over the coming years," said Mohamed Maait, Minister of 

Finance of Egypt.  

National award for breed conservation 

The All India Co-ordinated Research Project 

(AICRP) on poultry breeding, Mannuthy, under the 

Kerala Veterinary and Animal Science University 

(KVASU) has won the national breed conservation 

award for 2021 by ICAR - National Bureau of 

Animal Genetic Resources (NBAGR)  

The All India Co-ordinated Research Project (AICRP) on poultry 

breeding, Mannuthy, under the Kerala Veterinary and Animal 

Science University (KVASU), bagged the national breed conservation award for 2021.  

The centre received the prestigious award from ICAR - The National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources 

(NBAGR) for the conservation and research activities on the Tellicherry breed, the only registered native 

chicken breed from the State. 

The award carries a citation and a purse of ₹10,000. 

The award was established by ICAR - NBAGR for their contribution towards conservation and 

improvement of registered Indian breeds of domestic livestock and poultry. 

The centre started conservation of the Tellicherry breed in 2014. Through scientific selection and 

management, the breed began laying eggs as early as in five months and the annual egg production increased 

to 160-170 eggs, C.S. Suja, Assistant Professor, AICRP on poultry breeding, Mannuthy, said.  

The centre has also initiated the genetic characterisation of the Tellicherry breed, which played an important 

role in the recognition, Dr. Suja, who is also the co-investigator of the project, said.  

The research team behind the success includes Dr. P. Anitha; Dr Binoj Chacko; Dr. Beena C Joseph. and Dr. 

Sankaralingam (principal investigators of the project) and Dr. S. Harikrishnan (co-investigator ). 

The award was received at the Kisan Divas celebrations organised by ICAR-NBAGR recently. 



Bharath Academy Kakkanad 

Current Affairs 2022 January 1 
 

4 
 

India to chair Counter Terrorism 

Committee of UNSC 

India will chair the Counter-Terrorism 

Committee of UNSC in January 2022 

after 10 years. The Counter-Terrorism 

Committee was established by Security 

Council resolution 1373 adopted 

unanimously on 28 September 2001 in 

the wake of the 9/11 terror attacks in the 

US. The Committee was tasked with 

monitoring the implementation of 

resolution 1373 which requested countries to implement a number of measures 

aimed at enhancing their legal and institutional ability to counter terrorist 

activities at home and around the world. 

ITC Limited partnered with Invest India 

The ITC Limited has entered into a partnership with 

Invest India. 
 

 They have partnered to crowdsource innovative 

ideas and solutions for the single-use plastic (SUP) 

substitution. 

  Both entities aim to automate waste segregation through 

this partnership. 

  Under the partnership, the ITC Paperboards and 

Specialty Papers Division (PSPD) has launched ITC 

Sustainability Innovation Challenge. 

  Through this challenge, various innovative ideas will evolve from startups. These ideas will be related to 

having a sustainable packaging methodology and solutions for smart waste management. 

  Theme of the challenge is ‘Sustainable Solution’ and the problem statements are ‘Sustainable Packaging 

Solutions’ and ‘Waste segregation, collection, and handling’. 

TRIFED signed MoU with RMP-NFPRC 
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The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) has signed MoU with 

Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini- Nation First Policy Research Centre (RMP-NFPRC). 
 

 The MoU was signed to have a partnered effort to leverage knowledge, expertise, and 

institutional strengths. 

 

  Both the entities will undertake research projects to develop tribal 

communities. 

  They will review current government schemes like Van Dhan Yojana 

and will publish research findings in the form of joint reports. 

  They will also conduct conferences, seminars in areas of 

their research activities for the tribal community welfare. 

 

 

Jharkhand partnered 

with ISB 

The Government of Jharkhand has entered into a 

partnership with the Indian School of Business 

(ISB). 
 

They have partnered to empower the state’s forest 

economy. 

  Hence the MoU was signed among the Department 

of Scheduled Tribe, Scheduled Caste, Minority and Backward Class Welfare, Department of Forests of 

Jharkhand, and Bharti Institute of Public Policy at Indian School of Business. 

  The entities will develop scalable and sustainable solutions to develop forest-industrial value chains.  

  Under the MoU, the partnership among local communities, industry leaders who use forest products, 

government agencies will take place. These entities will generate jobs and wealth as well in the state. 

  The pilot project in the same will be developed in the Gumla district of Jharkhand and further will be 

implemented in the rest of the state. 

  Static Part:  

 CM of Jharkhand: Hemant Soren  

 Governor of Jharkhand: Ramesh Bais  
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LIC, GIC and New India Assurance Systematically 

Important Insurers 

As per the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI), the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), 

General Insurance Corporation of India (GIC), and New India 

Assurance continue to be Domestically Systematically Important 

Insurers (D-SIIs) for FY2021-22. 

 The D-SIIs tag is given to those insurers which are ‘too big or too 

important to fail (TBTF)’. 

 The failure of these insurers will cause a dislocation of the financial system and will affect majorly 

on the country’s economy as well. 

 Static Part:  
o HQ of IRDAI: Hyderabad, Telangana  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


